
Suite 1501, Northbrook Office Court 
666 West Dundee Road, Northbrook, IL 60062 • (312) 498-9094 

T E C H N I C A L ASSISTANCE T E A M FOR EMERGENCY RESPONSE REMOVAL AND PREVENTION 
EPA CONTRACT 68-01-6669 

RE: Possible Emergency Action at Chicago/Santa Fe Property 
TDD #5-8304-16 

On 21 April 1983 TAT was tasked to conduct a preliminary assessment for 
a possible emergency action clean up of 57 drums near Kedzie Avenue and 
34th St., Chicago. 

TAT member Kevin Pierard met with I l l i n o i s EPA inspector Lynn Crevillo 
on 21 April to discuss the situation and review analyses. The IEPA 
received a complaint about the site on 3 March 1983. Analysis of four 
drums showed three with very low pH and one (fibre drum containing 
white powder) to have a very high pH. Samples from the three low pH 
drums were also analyzed for metals using EP Toxicity procedures. 
Metals, overall, were very high. No cyanide analysis was completed by 
the IEPA. The I l l i n o i s State Police Department of Criminal 
Investigation has (according to IEPA) accumulated a great deal of 
evidence and are confident they w i l l find a responsible party. 

On 22 April 1983 TAT members Kevin Pierard and Doug Ba l l o t t i met with 
Metropolitan Sanitary District (MSD) personnel at approximately 1330. 
MSD was providing site security during the day. At 1345 Lynn Crevillo 
(IEPA) arrived. It appeared that the drums were dumped at the top of a 
very steep embankment and allowed to r o l l down the embankment close to 
the Santa Fe railroad tracks. The IEPA estimates the drums have been 
at this location for well over a year. Ihe drums were in very poor 
condition and most were leaking. 

TAT entered the site in level "C" protection and tested approximately 
10 drums that contained liquid using pH paper. A l l drums contained 
low pH material. A sample of the white powder, that IEPA had found to 
have a pH of 12.1 was mixed with acidic liquid from an adjacent drum 
in a sample jar. Ptfhile mixing the two materials, the reaction was 
monitored with cyanide draeger tubes. The draeger tubes reaction was 
negative. A sample of this powder was obtained for cyanide analysis by 
the USEPA. 

TO: Bob Bowden 26 April 1983 

FROM: Technical Assistance Team TAT-05-F-00130 

Roy F . Weston, Inc. 
SPILL P R E V E N T I O N & E M E R G E N C Y R E S P O N S E DIVISION 
In Association with Jacobs Engineering Group Inc., Tetra Tech, Inc., and ICF Incorporated 



The area where the drums were dumped i s heavily used by local residents 
for recreational activities. Because of frequent public use and the 
deteriorated condition of the drums there is a great potential for 
public contact with strong acids and bases. 

IEPA analysis on the vvhite powder for cyanide should be complete during 
the week of 25 April 1983. Pending results of the cyanide analyses, i t 
should be noted that i t is possible that cyanide bearing wastes could 
contact the acids on site. 

Doug Ba l l o t t i 

KP/DB:js 



1. COST CENTER: A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T O F C O M P L E T I O N 
F O R T D D 

TAT E M E R G E N C Y R E S P O N S E , 
R E M O V A L AND PREVENTION 

R O Y F. WESTON 5 IMC. 

3. R E S P O N S E : 

2. NO.: ' ~ 

• C O M P L E T E 
• INTERI 

• F O R M A L R E P O R T 
• LETTER R E P O R T 
• FORMAL BRIEFING 
• OTHER (SPECIFY) 

3A. ACTUAL TOTAL COST: 3B. A C T U A L TOTAL H O U R S : 

4. DPO ACTION: • A C C E P T E D • A C C E P T E D WITH E X C E P T I O N S • R E J E C T E D 

5. COMMENTS: 

6. 1 CERTIFY THAT THE ATTACHED MATERIALS MEET AND COMPLY WITH ALL 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE SUBJECT TDD. 

7. DATE: 

(TATL S I G N A T U R E ) 

8. I A C K N O W L E D G E THAT 1 HAVE B E E N PROVIDED WITH THE MATERIALS A N D 
SERVICES SPECIFIED IN THE S U B J E C T TDD WETHIN ITS ORIGINAL OR 
REVISED TIME FRAMES. 

| 9. DATE: 

1 
I 
i 
c 

( A U T H O R I Z I N G D P O SIGNATURE) 

~.«r̂r~: —-.- --j.-r.:TTT.-.'rn —•-T---V-. . 

Sheet 1 White — TATL Copy 
Sheet 2 Green — DPO Copy (Signed by TATL, Replaces Original) 
Sheet 3 Canary — NPMO Copy 
Sheet 4 Pink — Project Officer Copy 
Sheet 5 Blue — Contracting Officer (Washington, D.C.) 
Sheet 6 Goldenrod — DPO Original (Unsigned by TATL) RFW 381-10-82 
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NUMBER 

OIL/HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES DISCHARGE "REPORT 

.. . . ::. " 

!• BATE , O * o r TIME SBY OFFICER 

2. PERSON-REPORTING/TITLE ZX^^T <? ̂ /#̂ T̂ T TELEPHONE: (<f /J) 7J^~~ & ° ¥ I 
ORGANIZATION 

ADDRESS />d /7Sf TdfeM^^ ^S<fZf 
3. LOCATION (NEAREST CITY, STATE, SPECIFIC LOCATION) j£'/'//(ff 'ft'/CC <5" T^JK 7~Q 

cti/c^go , /c 

ACTION TOWN RANGE COUNTY 

4. TIME/DATE OF INCIDENT ~J /" & ° 

5. BODY OF WATER AFFECTED A/tf/^ ; \ 

6. SOURCE (FACILITY, EQUIPMENT) /*~~/h?/ 

7. CAUSE/OPERATION IN PROGRESS AST/̂ £~<Cr~/̂  & 

8. MATERIAL DISCHARGE 

10. QUANTITY IN WATER/SLICK SIZE AND COLOR /l/d#J& 

11. ACTIONS TAKEN (SECURING/CONTAINMENT/REMOVAL) ̂ /^P^- J>/7/t/7~~ - A^f//^/d~^ 
12. OTHER AGENCIES NOTIFIED BY d&Jb&IC0 F~/& £ .&£f>T~, S'/Z/^P^^ 
13. NOTES_ C/Jg^T^l^ t 7c/#600 f fC^T'^* 

14. ACTIONS TAKEN BY SBY OFFICER: 
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TDD# 5-8304-16 4 / 9 9 / R ^ 
Chicago/Santa Fe • 4/22/83 

3;00 pm 

P i c t u r e shows drums at top of embankment 
lo o k i n g t o the Northeast 

1-- .̂:. 

TDD # 5-8304-16 
Chicago/ Santa Fe 

P i c t u r e shows drums and s p i l l a g e at base of 
embankment. P i c t u r e taken l o o k i n g North 



TDD# 5-8304-16 
Chicago/Santa Fe 

4/22/83 
3:04 pm 

P i c t u r e shows drums on embankment and p l a t i n g 
vat at the base. P i c u r e taken l o o k i n g Northeast 

TDD# 5-8304-16 4/22/83 
Chicago/ Santa Fe 3:10pm 

P i c t u r e shows drums and s p i l l a g e on embankment 
lo o k i n g Northeast. 



TDD# 5-8304-16 4/22/83 
Chicago/ Sante Fe 3:15pm 

Drums at base of embankment l o o k i n g 
North from SE.-;': end of s i t e . 

TDD# 5-8304-16 4/22/83 
Chicago/ Sante Fe 3:20pm 

Drums at base of embankment l o o k i n g 
Northeast from Southeast end of s i t e . 


